Since it first appeared in 1929, this work has established itself as a classic text for practicing engineers, waterworks operators, and students. It is now being published with Professor Cleasby as an added author. Thoroughly revised and rearranged, including new and pertinent information, it forms an essential part of the McGraw-Hill series in Sanitary Engineering and Science for which Dr. Rolf Eliassen is consulting editor.
In addition to full presentations of design, construction, and operation of waterworks and treatment of water, a new chapter on waterworks management and a new appendix with typical mathematical problems have been included.
All readers concerned with engineering problems in public water supplies will wish to add this edition to their libraries. This is the first of three planned volumes describing an attempt to assess the mental health and ill-health of a probability sample of the population of a small segment of Manhattan. The first volume describes the background and methods of the study and the relationship of mental status to selected demographic variables such as sex, marital status, socioeconomic status. and ethnic background.
A critique of the Midtown Study, itself, would be impossible in this short review. An excellent extended review has been written by Gruenberg.* The study has many methodologic shortcomings, but a full evaluation will require knowledge of the content of the remaining volumes and of the purposes which the data will serve during the next few years. There is no doubt, however, that the study was anl important enterprise-one of few such surveysand the resulting reports should be read by all concerned with mental illness in the community. Whether they should or will receive the more general dissemination the authors seem to expect is more questionable.
The present volume, to this reviewer, suffers severely from the style of presentation. Sociology and psychiatry both have built up substantial reputations for loquacity. But if the writing of this volume is typical of that of social psychiatry, it would seem that this attribute is flourishing with true hibrid vigor in the new discipline. tUnfortunately, this tional sections is doubly unfortunate since in many the authors' understanding of what they are expounding appears to be at a rudimentary level, and misleading statements are frequent. Gruenberg's review indicates many of these. One is not left in doubt as to the authors' own evaluation of the study. It is capitalized throughout, even when not preceded by "Midtown." As to a fond mother, every detail of the infant's development seems worthy of record. Those with children of their own will not always be enthralled. Sentences such as "The latter (the Home Interview Survey) can now be unveiled in its inclusive design" are illustrative of this aspect.
Here are the opening sentences of the chapter on "Sex and Marital Status Groups": " 'Vive la difference!' is a universal salute to the complementary biological arrangements of the two sexes. Building on these basic biological designs, cultures universally have fashioned variously differentiated and complementary social roles for males and females as they proceed together through each successive stage of the life cycle."
Those who like this sort of thing, or who have the mental agility to skip it (and much more in similar vein) with equanimity, will be able to approach the subsequent presentation of the data in a more tranquil frame of mind than this reader could.
BRIAN MACMAHON BOOKS RECEIVED
